From: Oakleaf, John

To: Allison Greenleaf

Subject: Fwd: Mexican wolf radio telemetry policy
Date: Wednesday, June 17, 2015 11:31:03 AM
Attachments: 046973 Sianed letter to Catron County.pdf

050405 Sianed Letter to Catron County 2012.pdf
MW Non-agency Telemetry Statement of Use 052511.doc

Please see the attached Non Agency Telemetry Loan document. This was the starting point.
Please incorporate appropriate changes to your draft protocol.

---------- Forwarded message ----------

From: Barrett, Sherry <sherry barrett@fws.gov>
Date: Tue, Jun 11, 2013 at 3:27 PM

Subject: Mexican wolf radio telemetry policy

To: Ron.Morsbach@mail.house.gov
Cc: Chris Tincher <chris_tincher@fws.gov>, Michelle Shaughnessy

<michelle shaughnessy@fws.gov>

Mr. Morsbach: Per your request, I discussed with Regional Director Tuggle your question of
providing a radio receiver to Mr. Jess Carey. Dr. Tuggle asked me to provide the two letters
that we have previously sent to Catron County on this issue and a copy of our receiver policy
(see attached). He also said that he would be willing to discuss this issue further with
Congressman Pearce.

Thank you

Sherry Barrett

Mexican Wolf Recovery Coordinator
US Fish and Wildlife Service

2105 Osuna Road NE

Albuquerque, NM 87113

Office: (505) 761-4748

Cell: (505) 363-2797

John Oakleaf

Field Projects Coordinator
USFWS, Mexican Wolf Program
(505) 761-4782 (work)

(928) 245-1910 (cell)
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United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIEE SERVICE
Post Office Box 1306
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87103

In Reply Refer To:
FWS/R2/ES-TE/046973

DEC 21 2010

Mr. Ed Wehrheim

Chairman, Catron County Commission
P.O. Box 507

Reserve, New Mexico 87830

" Dear Mr. Wehrheim:

Thank you for your letter dated November 22, 2010, in which you requested that the Mexican
Wolf Reintroduction Project (Project) provide wolf channels and wolf collar frequencies to
Jess Carey, the Catron County wolf interaction investigator. Also, by another letter dated
November 22, 2010, you requested that Jess Carey be able to attend Interagency Field Team
(IFT) meetings. By this letter, we will respond to both of those requests.

First, we no longer provide specific radio frequencies. A radio receiver was loaned to Jess Carey
in 2006; however, the frequencies used by that receiver will not be valid in the future. We are in
the process of transferring all wolves to Geographic Positioning System collars, which will no
longer be able to be read by the receiver that was provided to Mr. Carey.

In 2008, we instituted guidelines regarding the loan of radio-telemetry receiver equipment to
specific, affected parties, and we now require that all such parties sign a Statement of Use and
Receipt by Non-agency Individuals for Radio-telemetry Equipment to Monitor Mexican Wolves
(enclosed). We now only loan telemetry receivers when and where the information gained by
such loan is expected to contribute to developing or implementing preemptive management
actions to prevent livestock depredation or nuisance behavior by Mexican wolves. These
receivers are preprogrammed with channels only for the wolves identified in the area; thus, we
do not give out specific wolf collar frequencies. The Project’s IFT has been delegated authority
to implement this program. The conditions under which loan requests may be granted to affected
stakeholders (contingent upon availability of equipment) include:

e Radio-collared Mexican wolves have been located in the requestor’s area of residence
or livestock operation.
e The person requesting equipment outlines an appropriate wolf interdiction purpose.

The Catron County wolf interaction investigator position does not fall into the specific category
of “affected stakeholder” in accordance with the guidelines outlined above. In addition, [FT
personnel (inclusive of U.S. Department of Agriculture Wildlife Service’s personnel) are present
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at depredation or nuisance investigation sites and utilize radio-telemetry equipment to determine
the presence and subsequent location or absence of radio-collared wolves. Therefore, providing
a separate entity with receivers and associated channels is largely redundant.

Regarding Mr. Carey’s participation on the IFT, we encourage Catron County to sign on as a
formal cooperator to the June 30, 2010, Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) (enclosed), so
that we can develop a framework for collaboration that enables Catron County and the Project to
develop a mutually agreeable, long-term partnership regarding the reintroduction of Mexican
wolves in New Mexico. This partnership would include a designated representative that could
attend cooperator meetings. With your participation under the MOU, we could discuss

Mr. Carey’s attendance at [FT meetings and the necessity for Mr. Carey to have a radio receiver
to assist in developing and implementing preemptive management actions to prevent livestock
depredation or nuisance behavior by Mexican wolves.

Thank you for your interest in the Mexican Wolf Reintroduction Project. If you have any further
questions or concerns, please contact Sherry Barrett, Acting Mexican Wolf Recovery Coordinator,
at 520-730-4910. :
Sincerely,
ACTING Regional Director

Enclosures
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cc: Sherry Barrett, Acting Mexican Wolf Recovery Coordinator, Ecological Services, Region 2,
Albuquerque, NM
Wendy Brown, Recovery Coordinator, Ecological Services, Region 2, Albuquerque, NM
Wally Murphy, Field Supervisor, Ecological Services Field Office, Albuquerque, NM






United States Department of the Interior

us., -
FISH & WILDLIFE
SERVICE

U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Ecological Services
P.O. Box 1306, Room 6034
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87103

In Reply Refer To:
FWS/R2/ARD-ES/050405

FEB 2 3 2012

Hugh B. McKeen, Chairman
Catron County Commission
P.O. Box 507

Reserve, New Mexico 87830

Dear Mr. McKeen:

Thank you for your letter dated November 14, 2011, and the accompanying letter from

Mr. Alan May, New Mexico State Director for the U.S. Department of Agriculture Animal
and Plant Health Inspection Wildlife Services (Wildlife Services). In your letter, you state
that Catron County, as a cooperator with Wildlife Services, requests radio ground telemetry
in order to identify problem wolves around homes, to protect children, avoid human
encounters and to reduce livestock predation. The letter from Mr. May supports the timely
dissemination of radio telemetry data to the citizens of Catron County.

We recognize the value of providing radio-telemetry receivers to landowners when Mexican
wolves have been located near their residence or livestock operation. The radio-telemetry
equipment should enable the landowner and the IFT to develop and implement preemptive
management actions to prevent livestock depredation or nuisance behavior by Mexican
wolves. Therefore, the Mexican Wolf Reintroduction Project (Project) has developed a
program to loan radio-telemetry receivers to landowners within the Blue Range Wolf
Recovery Area in Arizona and New Mexico. The Project’s Interagency Field Team (FT)
implements this program and has developed guidelines (enclosed) under which telemetry
equipment loan requests may be granted.

In response to Mr. May’s letter regarding timely dissemination of radio telemetry data to the
citizens of Catron County, the Project has developed guidelines regarding dissemination of
location information which are posted on the Arizona Game and Fish Department website at
http:/fwww.azgfd.gov/w_c/wolf/sop.shtml. Wolf location information gathered during
regular monitoring flights is posted on the Arizona Game and Fish Department website at;
http://www.azgfd.gov/w_c/es/wolf _reintroduction.shtml. Please click on the View the Latest
Wolf Telemetry Flight Location Information link on the upper right side of the page.
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The wolf location information listed on the website includes two bearings (N, S, E, W, NE,
SW, etc.) and distance (to the nearest 2 mile) from a landmark. Example: the Luna pack was
1.5 miles SE of Fence Tank, and 3 miles NE of Snow Lake. However, distances are not
posted for wolves known to be denning. Example: the Ring pack was SE of Eagle Peak.

To provide the best available location information to the public, the Project posts

~ approximate wolf locations from weekly monitoring flights within 48 hours of each flight.
As requested by the White Mountain Apache and San Carlos Apache tribes, the Project does
not post or otherwise provide to the public any wolf location information for the Fort Apache
Indian Reservation or San Carlos Apache Reservation. If your county residents have any
questions or concerns based on the location information posted on the website, please have
them call the IFT office at 888-459-9653. '

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service encourages Catron County to sign on as a formal
cooperator of the June 30, 2010, Memorandum of Understanding, so that we can develop a
framework for collaboration that enables Catron County and the Project to develop a
mutually-agreeable, long-term partnership regarding the reintroduction of Mexican wolves in
New Mexico. We would also like to meet with you to discuss issues of common concern, at
your convenience.

Thank you for your interest in Mexican Wolf Reintroduction Project. If you have any further
questions or concerns, please contact Sherry Barrett, Mexican Wolf Recovery Coordinator, at
505-761-4748.

Sincerely,

Regional Director





- Hugh B. McKeen, Chairman

cc:  Mexican Wolf Recovery Coordinator, Field Office, Albuquerque, New Mexico
-State Director, USDA-APHIS Wildlife Services, Albuquerque, New Mexico
Representative Pearce, House of Representatives, Washington Office





U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Mexican Wolf Reintroduction Project
Interagency Field Team
Telemetry Equipment Loans and Maintenance Guidelines

The conditions under which telemetry equipment loan requests may be granted (contingent
upon availability of equipment) include:

1.

2.

Radio-collared Mexican wolves have been located in the requestor’s area of residence
ot livestock operation.

The person requesting equipment outlines an appropriate wolf interdiction purpose.

The conditions governing issuance, maintenance, and return of telemetry equipment include:

1.

Receivers provided will be programmed with channels only for the wolves identified
in the area (i.e. specific frequencies will not be given out).

Telemetry receivers will be signed out to individuals on a temporary basis and those
same individuals will be responsible for the care and return, in good working order,
of the equipment.

With reasonable notice and accommodation, Project staff have the right to inspect
any loaned telemetry receivers.

The jurisdictional IFT Leader responsible for loaning the equipment will coordinate
as necessary with the individual(s) using it to determine the status of the situation and
the continued need for the loan, and to determine the effectiveness of use of the
equipment.

The Project will retrieve loaned receivers as needed, based on the status of the
situation in the area in which the receiver is on loan and needs in other locations, ¢.g.
presence of range riders. '






Mexican Wolf Blue Range Reintroduction Project
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Guidelines for Loaning Radio-telemetry Equipment
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Mexican Wolf Blue Range Reintroduction Project


Interagency Field Team


P.O. Box 856


Alpine, AZ 85920


(928) 339-4329, 1-888-459-9653


Fax: (928) 339-4218


alpinewolf@fws.gov

Statement of Use and Receipt by Non-agency Individuals for

Radio-telemetry Equipment to Monitor Mexican Wolves

The Mexican Wolf Reintroduction Project (Project) has developed a program for limited loan of radio-telemetry receivers to private individuals within the Blue Range Wolf Recovery Area in Arizona and New Mexico, who meet established criteria. The Project’s Interagency Field Team (IFT) has been delegated authority to implement and administer this program.


The primary goal of this program is to provide monitoring tools that will assist in developing and implementing proactive management measures to reduce or eliminate depredation and nuisance incidents involving Mexican wolves. You and individuals who work for you are being issued radio-telemetry equipment to monitor wolves near your livestock or private property for the expressed purpose of aiding in detection and prevention of livestock depredation and nuisance behavior by Mexican wolves.  For these goals/purposes to be achieved, it is important that equipment participants provide information back to the IFT so associated situations can be closely monitored and additional proactive measures can be taken by the IFT, as required. The Project anticipates that this program and related processes will be cooperative in nature, and will help to create and foster improved working relationships with stakeholders that are affected by this Project.

Agencies cooperating in the Reintroduction Project consider loan of radio-telemetry equipment a very sensitive issue. Therefore, it is critically important that participants in this program safeguard all equipment issued through the program.  

PROGRAM FRAMEWORK and APPLICATION


The appropriate IFT personnel (based on appropriate state, tribal, federal jurisdiction) will evaluate your request for radio-telemetry equipment. If your request is approved, IFT personnel will provide identified private individuals with the required instruction and training on the use and care of equipment that is issued by the IFT.  The more familiar you are with radio-telemetry functions and operation, the more proficient you will become at detecting wolf presence and activity. 

Together with agreeing to participate in the radio-telemetry equipment loan program, users also accept responsibility for utilizing equipment in the correct manner, maintaining equipment in working order, and returning equipment to the Project upon request by the appropriate IFT contact.


· Radio-telemetry from the ground works best by taking accurate bearings and plotting them on a map to get an accurate location. Terrain, distance, vegetation, and the type of transmitter in the radio collar act to limit radio-collar signals and affect the ability to obtain accurate locations. One bearing taken with a receiver can sometimes be misleading. The more bearings you take during a certain time frame, the more accurate the wolf location will be.


· Caution should be taken to avoid conflicts when using cattle dogs around wolves, especially in the vicinity of known den or rendezvous sites from April to August. Wolves can be especially protective of these areas and are defensive in nature, which can serve to heighten their propensity for attacking dogs. Den and rendezvous sites are sensitive areas and caution should be used so wolves are not disturbed. Individuals may only harass wolves in accordance with the Mexican Wolf Final Rule (50 CFR 17.84(k)) published in the Federal Register on January 12, 1998. Copies of this document are available from the IFT upon request. It is very important to limit human influence on Mexican wolf movements and behavior, unless a person is intentionally harassing a wolf (in accordance with the Final Rule referenced above) to prevent livestock depredation or nuisance behavior.


PROGRAM GUIDELINES and REQUIREMENTS


The Project has approved the following guidelines regarding loan of radio telemetry receiver equipment to specific, affected stakeholders. Temporary loan of telemetry receivers will be considered when and where the information gained by such loan is expected to contribute to developing or implementing preemptive management actions that serve to mitigate livestock depredation or nuisance behavior by Mexican wolves.

The conditions under which loan requests may be granted include:


1. Any issuance of telemetry equipment will be contingent upon availability of such equipment.

2. Radio collared Mexican wolves have been located in the equipment recipient’s area of residence or livestock operation.

3. The presence of wolves is related to a specific issue such as a confirmed depredation, nuisance incident, or proactive management plan designed to reduce the potential for depredations, as determined by the IFT on a case- by- case basis. 

4. The person requesting equipment discusses an appropriate wolf interdiction plan with the appropriate IFT personnel.

The conditions governing issuance, maintenance, and return of equipment include:


1. Receivers provided to program participants will be programmed with channels only for collared wolves identified in the area (i.e. specific frequencies will not be given out).

2. Telemetry receivers will be signed out to individuals on a temporary basis, as defined by the appropriate IFT personnel, and the identified equipment participants will assume full responsibility for the care of the equipment while it is in their possession.  The designated user will also be responsible for the return of assigned equipment in good working order.  

3.  Any intentional tampering or damage to the receiver is unlawful and will result in the recall of all telemetry equipment and reconsideration of the equipment participant’s ongoing eligibility to participate in this program. 

4. With reasonable notice and accommodation, Project staff have the right to inspect any loaned telemetry receivers.

5.  In order to monitor and optimize the effectiveness of Project equipment use, the appropriate IFT personnel responsible for loaning the equipment will coordinate as necessary with individual equipment participants to determine the status of the situation supporting the issuance of the equipment, as well as to assess the continuing need for extending the use of any loaned equipment.   

6. Equipment recipients are required to document the specific use of the equipment on the forms provided by the IFT. This documentation will be relayed to the IFT at least every 30 days. 

7. The Project retains the ability to retrieve program equipment from participants based on priority needs/uses that have been identified elsewhere within the Project.  Any such determinations will take into account assessments of activity/circumstances tied to the equipment participant’s area, Project needs in other locations or on other management activities that require IFT use of subject equipment, the presence of alternative monitoring approaches/actions in the affected area (e.g. range riders), etc.

8. Any equipment provided through this program may not be transferred to other individuals without prior approval from the appropriate IFT personnel.

Receipt of Radio-telemetry Equipment Form (Mexican Wolf Reintroduction Project Copy):


Equipment Issued:


Receiver type _______________________
Serial # _____________________________


Antenna type ____________________________________________________________


Date issued _________________________
Date returned ________________________

This agreement will be reviewed every____________ days.                        

Authorized Wolf Receiver Channels:

Wolf ID 
Channel #

__________
__________


__________
__________

__________
__________


__________
__________


By signing this document, you agree to comply with all of the above referenced conditions associated with your participation in the radio telemetry receiver loan program.

Issued By:

Print name __________________________
Phone # _____________________________


Signature ___________________________


Received By:


Print name __________________________
Phone # _____________________________


Address ________________________________________________________________


Signature ___________________________


Others authorized for use of equipment ________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


Instruction date __________
Location ________________________________________


Returned to IFT by:


Print name __________________________
Phone # _____________________________


Signature ___________________________  Date      ______________________________


Accepted by IFT Personnel:


Print name __________________________
Phone # _____________________________


Signature ___________________________  Date      ____________________________​_


Receipt of Radio-telemetry Equipment Form  (Equipment Recipient’s Copy):


Equipment Issued:


Receiver type _______________________
Serial # _____________________________


Antenna type ____________________________________________________________


Date issued _________________________
Date returned ________________________

Authorized Wolf Receiver Channels

Wolf ID 
Channel #

__________
__________


__________
__________


__________
__________


__________
__________


__________
__________


__________
__________


__________
__________


By signing this document, you agree to comply with all of the above referenced conditions associated with your participation in the radio telemetry receiver loan program.

Issued By:

Print name __________________________
Phone # _____________________________


Signature ___________________________


Received By:


Print name __________________________
Phone # _____________________________


Address ________________________________________________________________


Signature ___________________________


Others authorized for use of equipment ________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


Instruction date __________
Location ________________________________________


Returned to IFT by:


Print name __________________________
Phone # _____________________________


Signature ___________________________  Date     _____________________________


Accepted by IFT Personnel:


Print name __________________________
Phone # _____________________________


Signature ___________________________  Date      _____________________________


Radio Telemetry Documentation Log

Equipment Recipient’s Name ________________________   

Wolf Monitoring / Use of Equipment:


Date
Wolf ID

Location and Management action implemented

____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


Radio Telemetry Documentation Log


Equipment Recipient’s Name: ________________________   

Wolf Monitoring / Use of Equipment:


Date
Wolf ID

Location and Management action implemented


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________



